
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                  March 17, 2019 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 251 [Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I have a difficult time remembering that life with 
you is a journey, an ongoing endeavor, something which does not 
conclude but continuously unfolds.  I like the idea of a journey, 
but I do not take it seriously: my mind focuses on destinations, 
and arriving, and what I need to do to get there; my mind does 
not focus on what happens as I am being taken to wherever my 
journey is going.  With this focus I find I judge myself because I 
have not arrived already, somewhere.  The judgment is 
sometimes overtly self-critical; but mostly it is more subtle in that 
it appears as a diffuse dissatisfaction with my life not having 
achieved something or enough, or not having come to a place of 
relative stability where I know who I am and what my life is about.  
Help me take seriously that life with you is not focused on 
destinations and therefore does not produce this kind of 
dissatisfaction, as does life on my own.  Grant me the grace of 
living without the judgment of not having arrived, and the peace 
of not needing to. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 13:31-35 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 270 [O God, in a Mysterious Way] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 282 [If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, at Church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for March 24, 2019 
Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9. 
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Second Sunday in Lent (Luke 13:31-35) 
 Dissonance is defined as “a lack of agreement, consistency, or 
harmony.” It is an experience we usually find disagreeable and is 
one we tend to ignore or deny. However, in a religious life, 
dissonance plays an important role: its presence signals that we 
have at least some awareness of an internal conflict or lack of 
congruence, and that this inconsistency is coming into greater 
awareness. 
 I think the reason we find dissonance disagreeable is that we 
consider it a problem we need to resolve, and we do not know how 
to do so since we are not aware of what the lack of harmony is. We 
feel an urgency to make the dissonance disappear because we 
experience the resolution as a weight that falls on our shoulders. 
 But, what if the lack of agreement, consistency, or harmony was 
not something we needed to resolve? What if its resolution was 
something we needed only to witness? In which case, the 
dissonance would be something to sit with and watch, something 
from which to learn, but not something to fix. We would sit with the 
dissonance and watch for the revealing of the elements that 
comprise the lack of agreement. 
 If we think of God as that which orchestrates our introduction to 
the fullness of our life, and if we remember that the primary arena 
in which God has influence and power is the subjective, then 
perhaps it will be easier to sit with our dissonance. God will disclose 
to us the elements of our life that are conflicted, and the lack of 
harmony will be resolved in the working out of that disclosing. 
However, the resolution is not the point. The point is to rest in the 
care and attentiveness of God which the dissonance signifies. What 
makes that resting possible is interpreting the dissonance as what it 
is: a sign that God is keeping the covenant to work out our 
redemption and salvation with us. We never come to the end of this 
working out; it is a process that carries us all our lives and in which 
we learn to rest. The answer to the question “What is the purpose 
of human life?” [from the Westminster Catechism] is “to manifest 
in our lives this process which God orchestrates in us; and, to enjoy 
it.” May our dissonance be enlivening and enjoyable. 

[Jim Robie, 3-15-19] 
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Second Sunday in Lent – Luke 13:31-35 
 The first cycle of the church year (the seasons of Advent and 
Christmas, the Day of Epiphany and the Ordinary Time following 
Epiphany) highlights the work God does to bring something to 
awareness that we need to recognize as being true of us. The 
second cycle of the church year (the seasons of Lent and Easter, the 
Day of Pentecost and the Ordinary Time following Pentecost) 
highlights the work God does to establish what has entered 
awareness as a legitimate part of our self-understand and self-
perception. One of the outcomes of the work done in Lent and 
Easter is that the internal image we have of ourselves, the person 
we are, is modified and expanded so that it becomes better aligned 
with the person we are inwardly and outwardly. 
 In the phrase “kingdom of God,” the Greek word translated as 
“kingdom” is a word meaning “royalty, rule, and/or realm.” The “k” 
in kingdom is lower case, so the word is a regular noun, not a 
proper noun like a name or title. In English, the word “kingdom” is 
defined as “the sphere in which one has influence and power.” Let 
us ask the question: What is the sphere/realm in which God has 
influence and power? I suggest that we consider the answer to be: 
initially and principally the influence of God is found in the 
subjective sphere or realm. God influences and modifies the 
subjective world in which we live, and by doing so modifies the way 
we see the objective world, thereby influencing the way we act in 
the objective world, thereby modifying the objective world. 
 One way to understand how God influences and modifies the 
subjective world is to say God amends the images in our mind 
which inform our life and living, and more specifically inform us 
about the person we are and how we should live. When the life we 
are actually living, both consciously and unconsciously, is no longer 
congruent with the images we inherited and have internalized, God 
brings the lack of congruence to our awareness in the form of 
dissonance [a lack of agreement, consistency, or harmony] which 
we experience as dis-ease. This dis-ease can be anywhere from 
mild to severe. Eventually the dissonance gets our attention, and 
as we turn toward it, we are brought to an examination of our life. 
So, for example, if the image we have of ourselves is that we are 

functional and generally well-adjusted, but the actual experience of 
ourselves is that we are frightened or depressed, the lack of 
harmony between the image of who we are and the reality of our 
experience will stress us, and will precipitate an examining of, and 
even a reconsidering of, the image we hold of ourselves, which will 
change the way we live with ourselves and others. 
 God’s doing this internal work places God in a conflict with what 
Herod represents in us. The name Herod means “heroic.” In English 
a hero is a person noted for courage and nobility of purpose. 
Psychologically, Herod refers to the propensity in us to hold to and 
meet the idealized images of the person we should be, images 
which when we achieve them allow us to see ourselves as noble and 
courageous. In the text, Jesus describes Herod as a “fox,” a word in 
Greek which is a figure of speech for “a cunning/deceptive person.” 
The idea that we can and should achieve our idealized internal 
images is cunning and deceptive. What is cunning and deceptive is 
that while these internal idealized images are presented as things 
which will put us on solid ground and protect us from dis-ease, the 
truth is the opposite: striving to meet them wears us down and 
beats us up. God works to keep us safe from this by connecting us 
to the dissonance between the life we are actually living and the 
Image we are striving to live. Said differently: “God casts out 
demons and performs cures.” We will break this phrase into two 
parts. 1) The Greek words translated as “cast out” refer to 
“throwing something out from the place it originates and resides;” 
“demon” in Greek refers to “a supernatural spirit of a bad nature,” 
and in English to “a persistently tormenting person, force or 
passion.” The lack of harmony between the life we actually have and 
the images to which we hold, and the dissonance we feel because 
of that lack, is like a demon, persistently tormenting us, and God 
throws it out from our unconscious where it originates and resides 
and into our awareness where it can be explored. 2) God then 
“performs cures.” The English and Greek words are the same. 
“Cure” in English means “restoration of health by correcting or 
relieving a harmful or disturbing situation.” The harmful/disturbing 
situation is the lack of congruence between the life we actually have 
and the images to which we hold. The idea here is—God brings to 



our awareness the images that inadequately express the reality of 
who we are and which therefore fragment and divide [root of 
demon] us; once in awareness these images can be considered and 
modified. In this way, what harms or disturbs us can be remedied. 
We believe that anything that does not meet the image is wrong. 
We also believe not meeting the image is what torments us. What 
we do not see is that our idealized image runs over the top of 
anything that does not conform to it. We suffer not because we fail 
to meet our ideals; we suffer from the ideal itself. We suffer from 
the fact that the ideal is inadequate to do justice to who we are, as 
well as from the judgment against us for being something other 
than the ideal. 
 Herod is always trying to kill God. The heroic part of us has no 
use for any image other than its own, and it will do whatever it 
takes to achieve compliance with that image. If we think of 
Jerusalem as a symbol for our center, the conflict is over what will 
inform our center. Will we be informed by an image of our life that 
has been inherited and is therefore static? Or, will we be informed 
by an image of our life that is dynamic and unfolding, and is 
continuously modified so as to keep it congruent with the life we 
are actually living? 
 Using a metaphor from the text—God intends to gather the 
different parts of us together as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings. God intends to form an image that includes our different 
parts. God takes the side of us which we think of as the problem 
[whatever about us that does not meet our ideal] until we realize 
that what does not meet our ideal is not the problem at all, but the 
doorway to a not-yet-experienced congruence. This congruence 
finds us through the exploration of the internal dissonance which 
signals its absence. 

[Jim Robie, 3-15-19, 2nd in Lent, Cycle C, Luke 13:31-35] 


